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WORKSHOP AIMS

- Understanding our class

- Classroom management

- Adapting activities
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Understanding our class

What problems have you experienced with
mixed ability classes?

Understanding our class



Understanding our class



DEPENDE

Que el sea

y que el sea ,

que uno y uno sean

porque exactos son los números........ depende.

Que aquí estamos de prestao,

que hoy el cielo está ,

que uno nace y luego muere,

y este cuento se ha acabao........ depende.

Understanding our class
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Learning styles test



Learning styles test

Where were the majority of your yes answers?

1-10

11-20

21-30

Visual Learners

Auditory Learners

Kinaesthetic/Tactile 

Learners



Understanding our class

Visual Learners
…like to see information expressed as maps,
charts, graphs, diagrams and mind maps.
Clear and logical use of pictures, colour, font,
layout and graphics keep them focused. They
learn well with activities which involve
drawing lines, arrows and circles, and
underlining, highlighting and crossing out.



Understanding our class

Auditory Learners
…like to hear information and learn best from
listening and pronunciation activities, teacher
talk time and group and pair discussion work.
They tend to deal with language as they
speak rather than before which means they
may make mistakes but these are a key part
of their learning process.



Understanding our class

Kinaesthetic/Tactile Learners
…respond best to ‘reality’, be it through
demonstration, simulations or video of the
physical world. They may have difficulty
learning by reading or listening and will retain
information better when they are free to
move. They will respond well to activities with
micro-movement in class such as games and
card matching activities.



- All classes have mixed abilities/levels

- Differences are a positive thing!

- Sometimes we have to teach the class as
a whole, but we must also respond to the
needs of individuals

- Better to choose/adapt exercises

Our class – some observations
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- Plan your lessons and set clear goals

- Organise class for groupwork

Classroom management







- Plan your lessons and set clear goals

- Organise class for groupwork

- Focus on how you nominate/respond
to students

Classroom management



- Plan your lessons and set clear goals

- Organise class for groupwork

- Focus on how you nominate/respond
to students

- Give clear instructions

Classroom management
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Speed Up Your Mind - © 2015, Pearson Italia

Adapting activities - basics
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Adapting activities - basics
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Adapting activities - basics
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Adapting activities - basics
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Adapting activities - basics

Speed Up Your Mind - © 2015, Pearson Italia

How could you use this
picture?



Adapting activities - speaking

English Goes Live - © 2015, Pearson Italia



Adapting activities - speaking

Focus Ahead - © 2016, Pearson Italia



- Ban easy words like ‘nice’

- Ask students to justify their opinions

- Record dialogue and self correct

- Pair higher level students

Extension activities - speaking



Adapting activities - writing

English Goes Live - © 2015, Pearson Italia



Adapting activities - writing

Increase word limit

Correction codes

Find more interesting solutions

Focus Ahead - © 2016, Pearson Italia



Adapting activities - reading
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Adapting activities - reading

Rewrite a part of the text in a different
tense/person

Focus Ahead - © 2016, Pearson Italia



- Write new words on board with definitions

- Write personal opinion of text

- Write a short summary of the text

- Write quiz questions about the text

Adapting activities - reading



- Give out the tapescript and ask students to 

look up tricky words and expressions

- Dictation/dictogloss

- True/false – why/why not?

Adapting activities - listening



Additional support – reading/listening

- Pre-teach vocabulary

- Set scene – look at title, pictures, etc.

- Break text into chunks

- Provide tapescript



Vocabulary

Speed Up Your Mind - © 2015, Pearson Italia



Vocabulary - creativity

Speed Up Your Mind - © 2015, Pearson Italia

What do you know 
about this person?



Vocabulary - creativity

Speed Up Your Mind - © 2015, Pearson Italia

• Think of a friend in 
your class (or a 
famous person) 

• Draw or write what 
he/she would have 
in a backpack on 
holiday



Vocabulary – creativity
Story telling



- Highlighting words in different

colours

- Creating tables

- Using illustrations and symbols

- L2 definitions

- Word families (meaning/form)

Learning strategies



Vocabulary – dictionary work



dialect

style

connotation

grammar

Dictionary work - synonyms



Idem, 1986: 24-27

complementary/binary

converse/relational

gradable

Dictionary work – antonyms



Over to you… 

Speakout - © 2012, Pearson



Pearson Academy su Facebook

Se avete suggerimenti o 
suggestioni che volete 
condividere, potete andare sulla 
pagina facebook di

“Pearson Academy – Italia”



THANK YOU!

• roy.bennett@pearson.it

• 334 6240756

mailto:roy.bennett@pearson.it

